
What You’ll Get (36-Month Journey)

Programme Focus SectorWho Can Apply?

Calling All Township
SMMEs in Bedford,

Eastern Cape!

Applications Now Open for the Township
Digital Market Access Programme

October
2025 

31

Agriculture – Aquaponics
Farming (innovative and
sustainable food production
systems that combine fish
farming with hydroponic
plant production)

Your business is based in
Bedford (Eastern Cape)
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Your business has been operational for at
least 1 year

You are a South African citizen with a
valid ID

You operate in agriculture (aquaponics or
related farming activities)

Year 1: Foundation Building

Financial literacy & compliance
training
Aquaponics farming and agribusiness
training
Entrepreneurship and business
management training
Assistance with funding applications

One-on-one business coaching
Market access and supply chain
integration
Operational scaling support
Networking and peer learning
platforms

Advanced sector-specific
mentorship (aquaponics farming)
Scaling and export-readiness
support
Funding linkages and investment
readiness
Transition towards self-sustaining
growth

Year 2: Growth & Mentorship Year 3: Sustainability & Expansion

Are you ready to scale your business, gain digital skills, and access funding opportunities?
Mzansi Skills Development Hub (MSDH), in partnership with Venat Trading & Projects Pty Ltd and the
Cookhouse Wind Farm Community Trust (CWFCT), invites SMMEs in Adelaide to apply for a 36-month
business development programme designed to equip, mentor, and support entrepreneurs into becoming
sustainable and scalable enterprises.

You are passionate about scaling your
business and creating jobs

Throughout the 36 months, entrepreneurs will receive hands-on guidance, practical tools, and ongoing
mentorship to ensure long-term success.
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Land Access DisclaimerTransparent Vetting & Selection Process

Category Weighting Criteria

Business Sector Fit 25% Alignment with Agriculture
(Aquaponics Farming) focus area

Operational Track Record 20% At least 1 year in operation, with
evidence of business activity

Scalability Potential 25%
Indication of land availability, job
creation potential, readiness for
market adoption and growth

Entrepreneur Commitment 15% Demonstrated passion, willingness
to learn, and availability for training

Community Impact 15% Contribution to local job creation
and community development

Selection Criteria & Weighting

All applications must be sent back to:
mpho@mzansisdhub.org 
Enquiries: mpho@mzansisdhub.org

Please note: The land utilised for
training during the programme will
not belong to participants.

During the course of the programme
(6months from start), the participants
will need to have secured a minimum
of 200sqm secured land with water
and electricity to ensure continuity
of entrepreneurship programme and
growth beyond.

The Evaluation Committee, made up of representatives
from MSDH, Venat Trading & Projects Pty Ltd, and the
Cookhouse Wind Farm Community Trust (CWFCT), will
oversee the selection of participants. The process will
follow clear and transparent steps to ensure fairness:

1.Application Screening-Checking eligibility and
completeness of applications.

2.Scoring & Shortlisting- Using the weighted criteria
below.

3.Interviews/Pitches-Shortlisted applicants may be
invited to present their business case.

Final Selection – Evaluation Committee reviews scores
and interviews to finalise participants
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